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* ments said Mr|” Heymann’s testimony

SOVIET TRUGK PLANT
* LIAED T0 MILITARY

Pro ect That U.S. Concerns Helped
- Build Is Reported to Produce

{~ Some Engines for Army- - -

-

o By RICHARDBURT '~~~/
- $peciaito The New York Times =" "
.-WASHINGTON May 23' = “United
States mtelhoence officials said today
that a Soviet truck- -manufacturing plant
buiilt with American help was producmg
engines for military vehicles:* - +
Accordmo to the officials, a Central In-
telligence Agency officer, testifying at a
closed hearing of the House Armed Serv-
ices subcommittee, confirmed a secret
Government report that said some of the
59,000 diesel engines produced annually
atthe truck plant were being mstaned in
military vehicles.
“The witness Hans Heymann who is the
.C-L.A.’s national inteliigence officer for
p<Clitical and economic -affairs, did not
say how many of the diesel engines were
being diverted for military use. .
~Officials of the Defense- Department
and the Commerce Department said the
apparent production of the engines for
military use did not violate any existing
trade understanding. They aiso said. that
the equipment sold to the Soviet Union for
the construction of the truck plant had
been considered to pose 1o s:gmfu:ant se-,
curity risks tothe United States..

Debate Over Expon Lxcensmg '(.ﬁ

. The disclosure comes in the middleof a
debate on Capitol~Hill: over: proposed
amendments to the 1969 Export Adminis-
tration Act that would modify procedires
for approving the sale of industrial goods
to the Soviet Union_ Critics.of the amend-

demonstrated-the risks  of 1oosening re-
strictions on the transfer.of technology. .-
=The truck plant, which is located on the]
Karmma River at. Naberezhnyye Chelny,
500 miles east of Moscow, was designed to
produce 150,000, trucks..and . 250,000 en-
gines a year when ‘completed. .The. first,
stage of the plant:that has been com-
pleted assembled. its. first trucks in 1976
gnd, according to’ Soviet plans. is sched-.
u.ed to turnout 70,000 trucks this year. - .
TrAbout 30 percent of the plant’s equip-
ment is said to have been. purchased from
Ainerican concerns,. including Interna-
tional Business Machines Corporation,
Sivindell-Dressler Coompany. of -Pitts-
burgh and Ingersoll-Rand of  Rockford,
11l. The equipment consists of 3500 million.
worth of machine-.tools, .computers,

{Bundries and industrial designs, -, : .
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7 U.5. Expected Some Military Use
T-Pentagon officials have said that, while
the United States recognized that the
complex could be used for military pur-
poses, the sales had been approved on the
assumption that the plant would be used
mainly to produce civilian trucks.

But the Defense Department officials
acknowledged that the American Em-
bassy in Moscow, in a report to Secretary
of Defense Harold Brown in March, said
that, in line with. Soviet- practice,. the
plant was being used for both civil and
muztary production.

-The embassy report, which was ob-
tamed by The New York Times, said that

a team of ingersoll-Rand engineers had
visited the plant earlier this year and|
later told embassy « afficials: ¢ From what,
we saw, it’ appears that many of the en-
gines are going into military trucks and
other military vehicles, such as armored
personnel carriers and assault vehicles.”

--*‘In approving the sales, our basic con-
smerauon was that.if we did not make the
sal&s, other Western natmns would,” a
Pentagon official said. .

—Nevertheless the reports of mxma.ry
producuon have- fostered opposition in
tie House to the amendments. to the Ex-
port Administration Act, which are being
offered by Representative ‘Jonathan.B.

_Bingham, Democrat of New York, and
others. The amendments would speed the
process of approving export licenses by

o longer requiring the Commerce De-

partment to-approve sales on a case-by-
case basis. Similar legislation is being
sponsored in the~Senate by Adlar E‘
Stevenson, Democrat of ILlinajs. .

Woliif Offers Own Amendmems ’

The Ieglslanon is criticized by some
members of Congress who maintain that

easing the granting of export licenses|

could work to enhance:Soviet military;
.potential. As a result,\, Represent.anve
Lester L. Wolff;, Democrat of New, York, |
and others’ are.. supporting .their .own
-amendments giving the Defense Depart-|
ment a larger role in.the licensing. pro-
cess and restricting. basic téchnologies,
that could bé exploited for military ends. |
So far, the Administration’s position on
the amendments is unclear. Secretary of
Commerce Juanita M_Kreps is known.to
be pressing for fewer controls, but she is
being resisted by officials in the Defense]
-Department and in the White House who
vould like to use trade as a lever.i in rela-

» nons wnththe Sov1et Umon.
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